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May 17, 2024 

  
 

Concord School Committee  

120 Meriam Road 

Concord, MA 01742 

 

To the Members of the Concord School Committee:  

 

On behalf of ADL (the Anti-Defamation League) of New England, we are pleased to 

write to you today in support of the naming of the newly constructed middle school after 

Ellen Garrison, a black Concordian, civil rights activist, and educator who dedicated her 

life to advancing social justice and equality for the Concord community and across the 

country.  

 

Since 1913, ADL’s mission has been “to stop the defamation of the Jewish people and 

to secure justice and fair treatment to all.” Dedicated to combating antisemitism, 

prejudice, and bigotry of all kinds, as well as defending democratic ideals and promoting 

civil rights, ADL is proud of its leadership in developing innovative materials, programs, 

and services that build bridges of communication, understanding, and respect among 

diverse racial, religious, and ethnic groups.   

   

ADL acutely understands the importance of representation and the profound impact it 

can have on shaping the attitudes and perceptions of students and community 

members. Not only is this essential for fostering a sense of belonging and 

empowerment in students of diverse backgrounds, but it also cultivates a culture of 

empathy and understanding within the broader community.  

 

By naming the newly constructed middle school after Ellen Garrison, Concord can 

celebrate her incredible contributions, while also demonstrating that the stories and 

achievements of all Concord community members are deserving of acknowledgement. 

Concord can best serve its increasingly diverse population by fostering a sense of 

belonging and inclusion. This naming would also powerfully affirm that honoring 

individual legacies is not just to recognize the past, but also to strive for a future where 

every voice is valued, and every person feels empowered to contribute to the rich 

tapestry of Concord’s identity.  
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Thank you for your consideration. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you wish to 

discuss.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Peggy Shukur, Vice President, ADL East Division  

Rabbi Ron Fish, ADL New England Regional Director  

Sara Colb, ADL New England Deputy Regional Director 

Jim Wallack, ADL New England Regional Board Chair 
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